Summary 

In this story, two groups of cats, the light colored cats and the black cats, live on different sides of the river. They agree that a black cat will 
lead all the cats half the year, and a light cat the other half of the year, but fights still break out between the two groups. Suddenly a gray cat is 
born, he is wise, and all the cats like him. They decide to make him the leader all year long. The situation is calm for a while and then fights 
break out. The gray cat orders all cats to take off their ears and give them to him. When the cats are given back their ears, the black cats are 
given the blond cats' ears, and visa versa. Suddenly each group hears voices they never heard before, the voices of the other group. At the 
end of the story, a black kitten says to a white kitten, "Did we really need to exchange ears to be able to hear each other?" 
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Qntcc upon a limp a huee Irihe of cats 
1 1 v e 1 1 in a remote vitiate. A river divided 
tin' t ilbsL'f in l Wo. Black cah lived nn one 
bunk jn i.l blonde lived on ilie other. 
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Iei summer and jtuimnn t & Muck cal ruied ihc 
v ilkiLrc and in spring und winter, a blonde cal 
tided the village. 
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A bridge linked the two banks ol the river but the eats rarely used it because the 
two e romps - lid ncil gel oil well with each oilier. 

When ii was the turn el the blonde eals lo rule, (be rukr of the hi nek ails would 
say angrily , 41 You do not rule fairly, Tht; black cats do noi want you lo rule them," 
The blonde cats would reply. 'Thai is run line. Anyway, mtii- ruler i* hotter than 
yours.” 

And die cwl> groups would argue and shorn for hours Liud hours. 
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Otic day a grey cai was born in tin-- village. 

[l was a beautiful colour huL it did nut look like any of the 
other cats. 

The blonde cals mid die black cals liked list- grey cat. 
■*\Vhal a handsome cutT salil some. 

"Not only handsome’ hut clever toe v' said others* 

"And brave." said another. 
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The grej euL used iti cross the bridge £\ cn 
day ici visit hh friends on hnlh sides of the 
river. 3Te would spend sonic nights with 
the hkjck cars md souk- nights with the 
blonde cats* 
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The lime hod come to change rulers*. The cals decided to choose iwo new 
ones, 

"Our ruler is gating very old," s;iid the hlaek cats. 

"So is ours," ssi id the blonde cals, 

"Why don't we choose the grey cal in rule over sill of as, black and 
blonde?" asked one I iicle eat. 

"Yes, why not?" said another dab "Yes, yes." said sill the cats. 

So the grey cal became the ruler of the village. 



Clin’ day. some black c^rts were chasing mice ic 
have for the if break i use. The mice ran lu-wunfc 
[lie bridge. The hi nek cats folhtweil ihu mice bill 
i he bhmdc cate on Hie oilier vide of the bridge 
stood in their way, 
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Aftcru long quarrel* the eat* decided to eo to she grey cat to ask lor hi* 
advice. "Wh;ts is the problem? What is happening?" asked cltcir grey ruler. 
The cats tried to explain but they were all talking at once The grey cat 
could not understand what was wrong, "tie quiet all of you," said the grey 
cat. *1 can't hear you if you ad talk ui the same time," The cuts iexik no 
notice and continued to argue. The grey cat waited until she cals grew tired 
of shouting and then he told them to do something very strange' He ordered 
alt the eats to take off their ears and put them into a Ng basket. Then he told 
them to go home and come back in two hours. 
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The cats thought that thi^ w:is 11 very ckIc! request fc>Lti Hies iJid 
iis they were (old. They took off ilieireurs and put ihcm intis 
ihe basket. 
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On Ejieir way lumie, the eats realised the\ could no longer 
hear die sound of ihe mice. 

The cats were afraid. How would ihc\ he able to catch mice M 
Ihev had no ears ;md could not hear'.* 
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f v\o fiours Inter, the cals hurried back. 
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The eats sat quietly, was ting lo see wluir tSicrr rules’ would do 
The grey ail wtfilt up u> I he big basket and started lit pick nut ears 
and give them to the cats. 

However, he played a trick on them because He gave Hack ears to 
blonde cuts and blonde cnr> cn black cuts 

Then he suid. "’E t hink you cun hear me miw. If yon are all willing 1o 
listen Up each other we sx 111 Ik- able its solve our problems. Only 
when you easi do that w ill we he happy and able to live in p&tee " 
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